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be partly evolved in the life, and only
those who know practically something of
the meaning of self-surrender will be able
to catch a glimpse of what is implied in
the esoteric teaching on this doctrine, as
the typical manifestation of the Law of
Sacrifice. We can only understand it as
applied to the Christ, when we see it as a
special manifestation of the universal law,
a reflection below of the Pattern above,
showing us in a concrete human life what
sacrifice means.

The Law of Sacrifice underlies our
system and all systems, and on it all
universes are buildecl. It lies at the root
of evolution, and alone makes it 'intelligi-
ble. In the doctrine of the Atonement
it takes a concrete form in connection with
men who have reached a certain stage
in spiritual development, the stage that
enables them to realise their oneness with
humanity, and to become, in very deed
and truth, Saviours of men.

All the great religions of the world have
declared that the universe begins by an
act of sacrifice, and have incorporated
the idea of sacrifice into their most solemn